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About this Manual

OBJECTIVE OF THIS MANUAL

This Lab Manual is intended to be used by BA(JMC), Semester II students for the  Sports Journalism Lab
Practical.

The Sports Journalism Lab Lab Manual covers topics that are essential for the students to strengthen 
their theoretical concepts. The purpose of this manual is to give guidance and instructions to the 
student regarding the subject.

•	 Build capacity of the students to do their assignments professionally
•	 To have uniformity in assignment presentation
•	 To be of reference for the students
•	 Continuous assessment of the students

HOW TO USE THIS MANUAL
Use of this Lab Manual is mandatory for the completion of the practicals. It provides the students with
first-hand knowledge of the practical subjects. It also makes them learn a systematic approach to do
their task proficiently as per the need and requirement of the industry.

INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS
1. Students are REQUIRED to carry this manual during the Lab Class.
2. Students are REQUIRED to read the topics mentioned before coming to the Lab Class.
3. Students are REQUIRED to follow the timeline for each assignment.
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Syllabus

1. From a daily newspaper or sports magazine, collect 5 examples of good sports story leads. Rewrite 
the headlines.
2. Create and maintain a Sports Blog. Include the following:
a. Watch one of the sports tournaments on Television/ YouTube. Report the event in 500 words 
including photographs and infographics etc. Publish the report on the blog.
b. Record an interview of any sports person using mobile phone (3-5 minutes duration). 3. Create an 
online sports magazine. Include the following:
a. Feature article
b. Interview
c. Photo feature
d. Trend story
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Writing for Sports Journalism

Sport is one of the most sought after news and provides a big arena for professional development. It 
is a diverse field, which is much more than everyday reports or event coverage. The real challenge is 
to probe those stories, which goes amiss in normal reporting. This requires a better understanding to 
explore the broader context in sports industry and how one can use different media tools to get more 
out of it.

Sports journalism emphases on: reporting amateur, professional sporting news and events.  It works in 
all media, including print, television broadcasting and the Internet. Sports journalists write about and 
report on amateur and professional sports. 

Following are some of the jobs related to sports journalism: 
 • Sports reporter/writer for print media (newspapers, magazines, etc.)
 • Sports reporter/writer for online media (websites, blogs, e-magazines, e-newspapers, etc.)
 • Editor of a sports publication (online or print)
 • Sports broadcaster/host/announcer (TV or radio)
 • Writer/reporter for sports broadcasts (TV or radio)
 • Sports information center specialist
 • Media Representative for an amateur, university or professional sports team.

Sources:  
What Is Sports Journalism?. (2016). Learn.org. Retrieved 29 December 2016, from http://learn.org/articles/What_is_Sports_
Journalism.html
 Sports Journalist Job Description. (2012). Journalism Degree. Retrieved 29 December 2016, from http://www.
journalismdegree.com/sports-journalist-job-description/
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Photo: Sports News

Headline is words set at the head of a passage or page to introduce or categorize. It is the head of a 

newspaper story or article usually printed in large type and giving the gist of the story or article that 

follows.  

Types Of Headlines :

• Flush Left Headline: This is one of the more modern headline forms in use. It consists of two or three 

lines of headline, each one set flush left to the left side of the space. The design is simple and allows 

freedom in writing the headline.

Sources:  
  http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-31582153
  Definition of Headline. (2016). Merriam-webster.com. Retrieved 30 December 2016, from https://www.merriam-webster.
com/dictionary/headline.
  Willis, D. & Willis, D. (2016). Types Of Headlines | eHow. eHow. Retrieved 30 December 2016, from http://www.ehow.com/
info_8440583_types-headlines.html
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• Banner Headline: Banner headlines are words printed in extra  large letters across the top of the front 

page of the newspaper on extremely important stories; they are not used frequently, but when they 

are used, they have significant impact.

• Inverted Pyramid Headline: The inverted pyramid headline generally consists of three lines -- the first 

runs across the column and the other two lines are shorter than the first line. The headline is created 

from the informative facts presented at the start of the story, giving the reader the most important 

points quickly.

• Cross-Line Headline: The cross-line headline is quite similar to a banner headline. While it is a large 

headline, it does not span the entire width of the page, but it does run across all the columns of the 

story it pertains to

Eight grammar rules for writing newspaper headlines: 

• Use present simple tense for past events.

• Leave out auxiliary verbs: With perfect, progressive and passive structures, auxiliary verbs are not 

necessary. 

•Use infinitives for future events: Using the infinitive, a future time is not always necessary to 

demonstrate the future tense in headlines.

• Leave out articles (a, an, the)

• Leave out “to be”

• Leave out “to say”

• Replace conjunctions with punctuation

• Use figures for numbers

Sources:  
Williams, P. & Williams, P. (2013). 8 grammar rules for writing newspaper headlines. English Lessons in Brighton. Retrieved 
30 December 2016, from http://www.englishlessonsbrighton.co.uk/8-grammar-rules-writing-newspaper-headlines/
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Assignment a

From an English newspaper of your choice, collect one example of a good sports story lead on national 
sports. Paste the newspaper cutting below and rewrite the headline.
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Assignment b

From an English newspaper of your choice, collect one example of good sports story lead on 
international sports. Paste the newspaper cutting below and rewrite the headline.



Lab Manual

Computer Lab II

10

SPORTS JOURNALISM

From an English sports magazine of your choice, collect one example of good sports story lead on 
national sports. Paste the newspaper cutting below and rewrite the headline.

Assignment c
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From an English sports magazine of your choice, collect one example of good sports story lead on 
international sports. Paste the newspaper cutting below and rewrite the headline.

Assignment d
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From an English sports magazine of your choice, collect one example of good sports story lead on 
international sports. Paste the newspaper cutting below and rewrite the headline.

Assignment e
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Creating and Writing for Sports Blog

A blog (short for weblog) is a personal online journal that is frequently updated and intended for general 
public consumption. Blogs are defined by their format: a series of entries posted to a single page in 
reverse-chronological order. Blogs generally represent the personality of the author or reflect the purpose 
of the Web site that hosts the blog. 

How to Create a Blog on Google 
• Step 1: Visit Blogger.com and sign in using your existing Google account. Otherwise, click “Sign Up” and 
follow all required instructions to create a new account. Return to Blogger.com once your Google account 
is created.
• Step 2: Type a username into the Display Name field, then click “Continue to Blogger.”
• Step 3: Click “New Blog” from the main dashboard. Enter a blog title, select a unique URL address and 
apply a template using their respective fields.
• Step 4: Click “Create Blog” to complete the setup process. Blogger subsequently redirects you back 
to the main dashboard. From here, click the pencil icon to create a new post. Otherwise, click the drop-
down arrow to access your blog’s customization options, or click “View Blog” to access its homepage.

Sources:  
  What is blog (weblog) ? - Definition from WhatIs.com. (2016). SearchWinDevelopment. Retrieved 30 December 2016, from 
http://searchwindevelopment.techtarget.com/definition/blog
  How to Create a Blog on Google. (2016). Smallbusiness.chron.com. Retrieved 30 December 2016, from http://
smallbusiness.chron.com/create-blog-google-53130.html

Additional Reading:
• https://www.siteground.com/tutorials/blog/wordpress.htm
• https://www.leadpages.net/blog/types-of-blogs/
• http://www.wikihow.com/Start-a-Sports-Blog



Lab Manual

Computer Lab II

14

SPORTS JOURNALISM
List of top blogs related to Sports:
• https://www.theguardian.com/sport/blog
• http://www.espn.com/espn/blogs
• http://blogs.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/sports/
• http://magazine3.com/sportsblog
• http://www.forbes.com/2003/09/29/cx_dd_0929sportsblogs.html

Photo: Sports News

Sources:  
  http://streetsmash.com/wordpress-sports-theme/
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Create a blog on sports news stories and paste a snapshot of it in the space given below. 

Assignment 2
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Watch one of the sports tournament on Television/ YouTube. Report the event in 500 words including 
photographs, info-graphics etc. and write it below. Publish the report on your sports blog.

Assignment 3



Lab Manual

Computer Lab II

18

SPORTS JOURNALISM



Lab Manual

Computer Lab II

19

SPORTS JOURNALISM



Lab Manual

Computer Lab II

20

SPORTS JOURNALISM
Creating and Writing for Sports 
Online Sports Magazine

A magazine is a publication that is issued periodically, usually bound in a paper cover, and typically 
contains essays, stories, poems, etc., by many writers, and often photographs and drawings, frequently 
specializing in a particular subject or area, as hobbies, news, or sports. 

The term ezine is short for “electronic magazine.” “E-zine” and “e-Zine” are spelling variations. A similar 
term is “ejournal.” There are several usages of the term ezine. The term is similar to zine, which is 
derived from magazine and is used to describe “small press” or personally distributed magazines or 
newsletters. 

How to Create an Online Magazine?
• Creating an online magazine requires a series of coordinated steps that help you develop a 
professional finished product. Following are the steps :
• Create a target audience profile. 
• Create an objective profile of your audience using as many demographics as possible, including age 
range, gender, race, marital or parental status, political affiliation or place of residence.
• Create editorial sections for your online magazine. 
• Create an editorial calendar for your magazine, including articles for each of the different sections.
• Choose a publishing format. You can create your own template for making pages.

• Design a sample issue using the same layout on your article pages, including where you start 

headlines, place your ads and put page numbers

• Select the typography for your e-zine. This refers to the style of letters, characters and numbers you 

use.

• Integrate visitor statistics and pay-per-click code, rotating banners, links, and social media buttons.

• Publicize your e-zine prior to its launch using press releases to magazines, websites and newspapers, 

emails, social media. 

Sources:  
  The definition of magazine. (2016). Dictionary.com. Retrieved 30 December 2016, from http://www.dictionary.com/
browse/magazine
  What is ezine (electronic magazine)? - Definition from WhatIs.com. (2016). SearchSOA. Retrieved 30 December 2016, from 
http://searchsoa.techtarget.com/definition/ezine
  How to Create an Online Magazine. (2016). Smallbusiness.chron.com. Retrieved 30 December 2016, from http://
smallbusiness.chron.com/create-online-magazine-39950.html
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Photo: Online Sports Magazine

List of some free Online Magazines maker websites:
• https://flippingbook.com/online-digital-magazine
• https://www.flipbuilder.com/free-magazine-maker-software.html
• https://madmagz.com/
• https://www.joomag.com/en
• https://www.flipsnack.com/digital-magazine/
• http://www.zinepal.com
• http://www.scoop.it/

Additional readings:
• http://searchsoa.techtarget.com/definition/ezine
• http://smallbusiness.chron.com/create-online-magazine-39950.html
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Feature article in a newspaper or magazine article or report of a person, event, an aspect of a major 
event, or the like, often having a personal slant and written in an individual style. Features can be about 
any subject, from the fluffiest lifestyle piece to the toughest investigative report. Features are found in 
every section of the paper, from news to business to sports. Feature stories aren’t defined so much by 
subject matter as they are by the style in which they are written. In other words, anything written in a 
feature-oriented way is a feature story. 

Features are not meant to deliver the news firsthand. They do contain elements of news, but their main 
function is to humanize, to add colour, to educate, to entertain, to illuminate. They often recap major 
news that was reported in a previous news cycle. Features often: 

Profile people who make the news
• Explain events that move or shape the news
• Analyze what is happening in the world, nation or community
• Teach an audience how to do something
• Suggest better ways to live
• Examine trends
• Entertain.

5 Simple Tips for Writing a Feature Article 
• Know your reader
• Know your end goal
• Explain why the reader should care
• Share your information
• Anticipate questions

Sources:  
  The definition of feature story. (2016). Dictionary.com. Retrieved 30 December 2016, from http://www.dictionary.com/
browse/feature-story
  Rogers, T. (2016). What is a Feature Story, and How is it Different From Hard News?. About.com News & Issues. Retrieved 
30 December 2016, from http://journalism.about.com/od/writing/a/whatarefeatures.htm
  Feature Writing. (2016). Media-studies.ca. Retrieved 30 December 2016, from http://www.media-studies.ca/articles/
feature.htm
5 Simple Tips for Writing a Feature Article. (2016). Freelancewritingsolutions.com. Retrieved 30 December 2016, from 
http://freelancewritingsolutions.com/how-to-write-a-feature-article/
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Photo: Sports Feature
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Photo feature:

A feature picture contains strong human interest and is designed to entertain or inform the reader. The 
subject of a feature picture may be an individual or an event, and its content is timeless. Sports feature 
pictures emphasize the event and continue to interest the reader after the event has passed.

Sources:  
Feature photography (2016). Dinfos.blackboard.com. Retrieved 30 December 2016, from https://dinfos.blackboard.com/
bbcswebdav/library/Library%20Content/Public%20Affairs%20-%20PAD/Photojournalism/Feature%20Photos.pdf
http://www.indiatvnews.com/sports/cricket/spat-between-dhoni-and-kohli-cost-india-the-kanpur-odi-18236.html

Photo: Sports Photo Feature

Photo: Sports Photo Feature
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Sources:  
  http://www.getdailyupdates.com/rio-olympics-2016-sakshi-malik-surpass-own-limits-as-she-wins-indias-first-medal-2/
  http://indianexpress.com/sports/rio-2016-olympics/sachin-tendulkar-to-present-bmw-car-to-pv-sindhu-2990328/

Photo: Sports Photo Feature

Photo: Sports Photo Feature
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Tips for Producing Great Trend Stories 

Keep it Tight and Bright

• Make it Current: A good trend writer has her finger on the pulse of contemporary life and culture. 
And trend stories should focus on what’s new and, obviously, trendy. But there’s nothing worse than a 
trend story that’s out of date.

• Find What’s Buzzworthy: To find the latest trends you’ll need to do some old-fashioned reporting. 
Go online and check out what people are talking about on social networking sites. Visit a local college 
campus to see what’s up.

• Keep it Fun: Trend stories are generally meant to be light reading. So write them that way.

• Keep it Short: That investigative piece you’re working on might need to run 1,500 words, but a trend 
story should be on the short side. Keep it tight, light and bright.

• Make Sure it’s Real: Journalists are sometimes derided for writing stories about trends that, well, 
aren’t really trends. So make sure whatever you’re writing about is real and not the figments of 
someone’s imagination or something only a handful of people are doing.

Additional Reading:
• http://www.wikihow.com/Write-a-Feature-Article
• http://www.morrisjournalismacademy.com/how-to-write-a-feature-article/
• http://freelancewritingsolutions.com/how-to-write-a-feature-article/
• https://www.freelancewriting.com/freelancing/how-to-write-a-sports-report/
• https://photography.tutsplus.com/tutorials/8-tips-for-taking-sports-photos-like-a-pro--photo-296 
• http://journalism.about.com/od/FeatureWriting/a/Tips-For-Producing-Great-Trend-Stories.htm
• http://www.inc.com/mandy-antoniacci/top-10-sports-business-trends-to-watch-in-2016.html

Sources:  
Rogers, T. (2016). Tips for Producing Trend Stories that will Grab Readers. About.com News & Issues. Retrieved 30 December 
2016, from http://journalism.about.com/od/FeatureWriting/a/Tips-For-Producing-Great-Trend-Stories.htm
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Sources:  
http://onlinemasters.ohio.edu/5-sports-technology-trends-emerging-in-2016/

Photo: Sports Photo Feature
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Create an online sports magazine. Take a snapshot of it and paste it in the space given below.

Assignment 4
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Record an interview of a sports person using mobile phone (3-5 minutes duration). Based on the 
interview, write a feature article in the space given below. Or type it on a word document, take a 
printout of it and paste it in the space given below.

Assignment 5
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Collect pictures related to sports of your choice to make a photo feature. Upload it on your online 
sports magazine. Take a snapshot of it and paste it in the space given below.

Assignment 6
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